
Criminal Law 

Course Syllabus 

2019 – 2020 School Year 

 

Goal 
The goal of this course is to broaden your understanding of the Criminal Justice System 

including violent crimes, property crimes, organized crime, and white-collar crimes.  This 

course offers an in-depth study of causes and prevention of criminal behavior.  To 

enhance our learning experience this course includes guest speakers, debates, a field trip, 

and the use of primary source articles as well as video clips of current events. 

 

Supplies Needed 
 Writing Utensil 

 Folder with pockets 

 

Grading 
75% - Unit Tests 

25% - Class Participation 

I will always give advanced notice of at least a week before each unit test.  Class 

participation will be based on several things.  Occasional homework assignments will be 

given consisting of article summaries.  I will also conduct random supply checks.  As 

long as the student has a writing utensil and their Criminal Law folder they will get full 

credit.  The homework and supply checks will make up the class participation grade. 

 

Rules and Expectations 
This is a half-year course worth one-half of a credit.  All school rules are to be obeyed.  I 

will strictly enforce the school attendance policy, which for a half-year course means that 

you can miss no more than 14 classes.  In this course, we will be discussing extremely 

sensitive issues.  Because of this, we are all (students and teacher) to be extremely 

respectful of each other’s opinions.  When we have guest speakers, STUDENTS WILL 

REMAIN RESPECTFUL AT ALL TIMES!!!  There will be a final examination at the 

end of this course, which will cover all topics discussed.  If a student ever becomes 

uncomfortable with the material being discussed they will be able to excuse themselves 

without fear of punishment. 

 

*I will always be available for extra help before or after school.  Any parent that needs to 

reach me can do so by contacting the high school.  I believe that good parent/teacher 

communication is essential to education so please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 



Students:  I have read the rules and requirements of this course and have full 

knowledge of the expectations I am required to meet. 

 

Parents:  I have full knowledge of the requirements my child must meet in order to 

pass this course.  I also know that several of the videotapes shown in class deal with 

violent crime and can be extremely graphic, contain rough language, and include clips 

from “R” rated movies as well as viewing “R” rated movies. 

 

 

Student Signature: ________________________________________________________   

 

 

Student Name (Print): _____________________________________________________ 

 

 

Parent Signature:  _________________________________________________________ 

 

 


